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AL RELA 


| Status May Be Declared 
a To Be A Republic 


By Our Political Correspondent 
T is now clear that the External Relations Act, or, to give it its full 
title, the Executive Authority (External Relations) Act, 1936, is 


going to go. © 


This is the much discussed Act put through by Fianna Fail by which the British 
King is used to accredit our representatives abroad and for the representatives of 
foreign nations coming here. 


The Taoiseach, in his very important address to the Canadian Bar 
Association in Montreal on Wednesday, referred to this Act, and said that the 
‘inaccuracies and infirmities” of its provisions are apparent. 


4| His statement, read in con- course open to the Government. | tons Act fs, to say the Jeast of it, 
junction with recent speeches by|Its members when in opposition! 4n irritant in the relations between 
Mr. MacBride, Minister for Ex-|charged against the Fianna Fall Reg wanes 
: y Mr. 
ternal Affairs, must be taken to] Administration that it was dis- MacBride when Introducing the 
Mean but one thing-that the/honest in these matters and that) Estimate for his Department, on 
Government Is going to scrap/lt was decelving the people. pu sce recalled here. 
the present Act and pass a new] Listen to what Mr. Norton, now AIF se be ornaihe peter 
law by which the President of|Tanaiste, had to say In the Dall] framework for our relations with 
Ireland will act in these matters./on August 6 lasf:— 


ioe oui Sees 
“We have a President ana a what matters is the su 
Tip be icpicat thers 19 Ab Cities Minister jor External Affairs, but 


Queen |ulana, on the balcony 


of the Royal Palace in 
Amsterdam, yesterday, ratses 
her arm to call for cheers 
from the Netherlanders for 
her mother, now called " Her 


Royal Highness the Princess stance and not the form of the 


oo) lationship. Potitical forms have 
of the Netherlands. they are by-passed and we have | [ones and usefulness onl 

if in 30 

used the British King to accredit | tq," "qs “tney express political 


resentatives to foreign 
Powers: . ¢ think that it would 
tio our national self-respect good 
at home and abroad i{ we were 
to proceed without delay to 
abolish the External Relations 
Act . Our national honour 
would be all the higher t! it were 
oe ty leader of the 

eputy leader o} 
delat spenke nike that it must/vety lives these days, anything that 
be taken for granted phat = ee pepe? discore and sais 
G) emands Ww! t e 

eee Rg ge should be quickly remedied, 


zi Indeed, this view is held by that 
ledged the cheers of a vast crowd. An Irritant well-known writer on D 
j| 48 the people slowly left the square) |, 2. often been sald in recent 


after the Royal Family had gone] ,, that. only one problem 
indoors they saw that huge ilu- eal to De settled tween 
minated “W" signs on surrounding] ireland and England. namely, 


etd had changed to “d."~! partition, but this External Rela- 
uter. aad 


realities. 


“Outworn forms which are 
Cee femiatens of @ historically 
uniappy past can only act as 
irritants. As trritants, they en- 
danger and frustrate the rela- 
tionship which they are intended 
to express and preserve.” 

With nations battling for their 


_ First Proclamation Of 
Queen Juliana 


The first proclamation to contain the words “ We, Julsana, 
by the Grace of God, Queen of the Netherlands," was published 
yesterday in the State Gazette and posted up in town halls 
throughout the Netherlands. 

Family nad from # balcony acknow- 


* 


He went on to say that “it Is 


NDEPENDENT 
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IONS ACT TO GO 


VE Van Houten’s Cocoa 
‘dM 
i 
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* NOW FOR THAT WINNING EFFORT! Whip in action, young apprentice, P. F. Conlon, on. Argyle 
Street (nearest camera), urges his mount forward to win the Kerry Plate by a neck in a thrilling finish at 
Naas yesterday. On the rails is Bridal Flower, which finished fourth, and in the centre, Tapa, which came 

third. Covered by the winner is Ard Riogh (second) with the jockey’s cap just visible. 


Aer Lingus French President’s 


Sets New : se es aie tae 
| Dramatic Move 
Records s 


Meanwhile, General de. Gaulle 
has been watching the situation in 
OLLOWING the publication 
yesterday of Aer Lingus’ re- 


Silence, 
A spokesman of the General in 
enrd-braaking figures, a “Sun- 
day independent” reporter, In- 


the course of a statement to a 

Paris daily, sald that should the 
October Cantonal Eleotions be put 

terviewing officlals of the Alr 

fine, was told that records were 

still being broken. 


off indefinitely by Parliament, 
“Last week,” said the Company's 


Spegial Correspondent 
Parts, Saturday Night 


N a last dramatic appeal to save the country, 

President Auriol late this afternoon asked M. Robert 

Schuman to try once more to form a government, and 
the latter has accepted the difficult task. 


The M.R.P, ex-Premier, who re- 


“Sunday Independen 


the Generaf would make an 
appeal to the people pointing out 


to them that their legislators 
were acting “ undemocratically,” 


and “setting public opinion et 


e 
Of her mother she said: “We can 
ever thank her enough for what 
gine has done.” 
“Although the times in which 1 
ymence my reign are ful of 
“qiffeulties and threatening compli- 
cations, there still fs cause for jos 
use, despite destruction and im. 
yerishment, our country 


over,’ the Queen said 
Fecarller in the day the Roya! 


LATEST NEWS 


electrical 


TRADE. PACT WITH HOLLAND 


af he Hague To Have 


lrish Legation 


iin 
EWS came yesterday afternoonjand tweeds, wool felt hoods, pop! 
N of the conclusion of a new|ties, feathers, abrasive papers and 
trade agreement—this time withicloth, cordage, plaster-board, gyp- 
Holland—and of the oponing/sum, soft dolls and toys, leaden 
shortly ot an trish Legation at}figures (toys}, gloves (hand-knitred 
The Hague, 
An officia! statement in Dublin 
shid; ‘The Netherlands Govern- 
ment has agreed to make a special 
effort to seture the availability of 
goods that are essential to the Irish 

economy. 
“In particuar, the Duteh Goyern- 
has agreed to supply 30,000 
Ireland 


men’s woollen socks, 


Sports goods and prune wine. 
CATTLE EXPORT 
“Facilities Will also be granted by 
the Irish Government during the 
coming season for the export to the 
Netherlands of 30,000 head of 
catsle, of which a small number 
wil] be serum cattle, 


DUTCH GOOrsS 
“For its part, the trish Govern- 
has agreed to facilitate 
gga 3 further the 
ange control. 
articulariy in view of the fact that 
Oland is regarded as a soft- 
currency area. 
“Among the 
port licences wi 
Dutch Government may be listed 
the following:— 

“Cardboard, paper, rayon yarns, 
and telephone cable, 
agricultural and rye aed be Irion farmer. 

ENING “The increased facilities for the 
lies, electrical equipment, tiles.Jentry into Holland of Irish goods 


pas on export from Holland of large 


quantities of goods urgently 
required in freland 
“The supplies of fertiliser will 


he of imménce assistance to the 


and crocheted), woollen outer wear,|th 


linen embroidery and lace goods, 
drinking!" 4 


Open to question whether the one 
remaining constitutional fink em- 
bodied in the Externat Relations 
Act any longer possesses prac- 
tical advantages outwelghing its 
Psychological disadvantages," 


Who. to-day, coulg think that {t 
does? And that is why the Act may 
already be considered dead. 


“Irish Muddle” 


Mr, 


termed 
unequivocally answered the question: 


culous way of “stealing” int bel ae 
"into being a 
Republic. Mr. Dillon made Py 


Nought else would then remain 
but Partition. And the time is too 
serlous for the prejudices of old 
that are still fostered in the. six 
sundered counties to be atlowed 
to thwart the wishes of the ereat 
majority of the-trirs neopte, 

A united Ireland there must ne 
not slone as an Irish right but as a 


-{Shannon-London’ route will 


spokesman, “Aer Lingus offered 
more seats. than ever before on 
their London route ~ and carried 
more passengers—3,338 seats were 
available on 158 flights, and 2,768 
passengers travelled. giying a load 
factor of 83 p.c. 

“Of these passengers, 1,633 were 
outbound, and the load factor tn 
this direction was 9642 pc, 

“The Manchester route also broke 
records during the week with $41 
passengers, and a load factor of &s 
pc, and when/eomplete returns are 
compiled, it iS believed that a 
also 
show for last week traffie exceeding 
any previously carried, with about 
240 Of the zt available seats tilled 
Other services on the Company's 
network did proportionately good 
business during the week.” 


UNITED IN DEATR 


The deaths occurred within a 
d. of each other of Mr. George 
Blake and his wile Mary, at their 
residence, Stanley Row, Athlone 
Mrs. Blake died on Friday and her 
husband died yesterdaz, 


-PRE-FABRICATED | 
HOUSES COMING? 


GVIRE may have pre-fabricated; lin Airport last night from London, 
houses to cope with prossing|where he has been discussing hous- 


requiremoents, 


This was stated by the Minister Health, 


celved a vote of confidence from the 
National Assemb!7 at the beginning 
of the week, had reported to the 
President on Friday nis failure 10 
get together a Cabinet. 

The President’s last-minute appeal 
to M. Schuman to try again was 
made to-day against a background 
of mounting political tension and 
social unrest throughout France as 
a resuit of the vrolonged Govern: 
MeNL Crisis 


Security Measures 


In the increasing unrest tne Paris 
Prefect has taken certain security 
Precautions in the capital, where the 
olice have been mobilised and the 
publican Guards are standing to 
in case of emergency. 


Should’ M. Schuman again ta! 


ment 1° 
to form a Government there seems] thet can 


Decision By 
Socialists 


The Socialist group fate 
last night decided to approve 
the principle of taking part in 
a Schuman Cabinet, with 
reservations on certain points, 
which were not disclosed. 

They are to seek” assure 
ances from M. Schuman on 
these points —Reuter, 


east 
seems, that if the actual National) sional 
jjAssembly cannot form a Govern. 
should be replaced by onej Rather coo 
. The question is how the] 80-05 degrees. 


no Way out-for the President butidissolution {s to take place. 


to dissolve the present Nationa 


Assembly and call for a general{dissolution as 


election, 

In the last twenty-four hours the 
chances of a dissolution of parlia- 
ment are being spoken of here as 
very Drobable. It is only logical, it 


ing With the British Ministry of 


Juridical conditions for such 
required by the eS 
French Constitution are still said/Btsy, 
to be wanting, though that is not 


nought.” 

The spokesman edded_ that. d@ 
Gautle did not, however, intend to 
have recourse to “unconstitutional” 
means to win his way back to 
power. His aim was to revive 


& 


ualaenee s “2 is and not te ~ 
, he 


strangle 
The Communist Party has issued 
& manifesto calling for - "strong 


Government” and demanding .to 


be allowed form this Government. _ 


TO-DAY’S WEATHER . 


Alt 
south to south-west 


ireland—Moderate to fresh: .. 
winds.” 


lighter and more variable =in- fhe | 


at first, Cloud With voce 
tain or showers, but 
much of iy 

. Midday temperstures 


HIGH WATER 


yah | Gate Ae 


5 if 
GIGHTING-UP Time A i 


esersrstesese De 


Sx 
fair for - 
morning in the.east, | 


necessity to all those nations who 
aspire to a decent. wavy of life: 


Canadian 


; tary ware, transport material.! wilt be vf considerable value to our 
we seeds, bulbs, nursery and forestry industrialists.” fe 


plants, foodstuffs, fruit and veg- MR. MacBRIDE’S HOPES 


etables, fruit pulp, glucose, and 
certain ranges of leather ware, Mr. MacBride, Minister for &x 
ternal Affairs, commented: “The 


textiles, pharmaceutical products, 
success of this new agreement de- 


paints, chemicals and Hnoleum. 
pends. of course, on the initiative 
IRISH GOODS and enterprise of our business men. 
“tn addition over and above rawjand 1 hope they will fully avail of 
wool, livestock and food stuffs which|the many opportunities now opened 
the Irish en on ig ho up for them. 
have agree Supply, the Dutch] « hort while 
Government will facilitate the im- Bee Shar 
port inte Holland of certain cate-| Hague. and one of its most im- 
gories of industrial goods of trish erent functions will be the 
origin. comprising: — cementing and development of 
|} “Handwoven and homespun cloths| trade relationships between our two 
countries 
“It is also important tnat 
wherever possible, importers shoula 
seek to import the materials thev 
tequire from Europe rather than 
from the Western hemisphere. in 
order to reduce the drain on ou 
dollar resources” 


DR. BENES TO LIE 
IN STATE 


Hs A aye 3 Dr. Sn oer so iounae re 
re 4 Nes Ptah? sf ormer esident 0; BEC. osiovaskia, 

530— Mark ‘Lubbocks Orctestra who died on Friday, will be buried 
9.30 -Family Favourites. 11.00—Ser- ednesday at his country 

ee obo: present 4 12.30|of Sezimovo Usti, after lying-in 
~Gert and Daisy's Working Party |state in Prague, 


=~ [rish 


The Taoiseach, accompanied by 
Mrs. Costello arrived 
yesterday trom Montreal‘ for thelr 
first visit to the Canadian capital. 

They wete erected by Mr 
Mackenzie 
federal and civic leaders and dele. 
gations from the trish Historical 
Society, “Sons of Ireland” and the 
frish Canadians of Ottawa, 

The two Premiers last alght 
visited the Governor-General Lord 
Alexander, 

The Taolseach’s final sociay en- 
gagement in Montreal was as guest 
of honour at a dinner given in 


Lovola College by the St. Je 
Baptiste Scciety,- vs 


In appreciation of the honour 
Gestowed on him by the Frereh- 
Canadian Organisation, Mr. ¢os- 
tello again delivered an extemrore 
address in French, and drew 
plaudits for this courtesy, ing 
oralse for the excellence 


RADIO EIREANN 9,0-News. 9.25~ 


. . 631 m.; Dublin, 232.6 m; 
Athlone. oer bate Mm. : 


10.38 — Verse_and 
12.3 ann,—Close 


10,30 ~ Epilogue. 
Prose 11.0~News 
Down. 


8.8.6. LIGHT PROGRAMME (1 50¢ 
261.3 ~B 


pu ertord 
“REE —Recards ard 
; .45 ~ Ag Breathnu ar an 
Gaoiseach O Dea 

Doyle's Quartet. 
5 i Spee : 
fuge tor Women, 
Hetlernan, OSA., 


— Breakfast 


eeters 7.45~Minto'’s Ga time Band 
‘BBs-trish Dance Music, 855~"Thes 
Got What They Wonted™: 

fouls D'Alton  10.0-News 1 
Wray Sean O ene te 
eet Ovens tight Orenestra 


pine j 


~—Reuter 


Sandy Macphe-son forganj 10,45~ 
Hymns 11.0-Ray Martins Orchestra 
11.30 Recores 11.56~News 12 mid. 
night-Close Down. 

6.8.C. THIRD PROGRAMME (614.6 


CANADIAN UNITY 
National unity such as w : 
valent in Canada he steed dea a 
great example” which irish peple 


- Minister to Spain 
Home on Holiday 


rvice 
14.0-<° Car. 
- Stara a 


Greets Taoiseach 


From "Sunday independent" Special Correspondent 
in Ottawajdreams, 


tory under the jurisdiction of our 


King. Canadian Premier} ment. 


of Gaelic as a tongue was dear to 
the hearts of all [rishmen, 


ment of Christ the King at Dun 
Laoghaire is very much a itve pro 


reporter learned yesterday. 
of hisjarticle in the “Sunday 

accent and well-choSen languige.}dent” last Sunday, T. C. 
urged the erection of such a Statue.) 


for Local Government (Mr. T. J.} Mr. Murphy told a “Sunday Inde- 
Murphy) when he arrived at Dub-jPendent” reporter that the visit 


had been very successful. Much 
@ 
Premier 


valuable information had been ob- 
tained jn regard to British methods} . 
of dealing with the housing prob- 
lem, Shieh information would be 


of assistance in dealing wi 
problem poce 1 dealing with the 


Every assistance had been recelyed 
from London County Council officials 
and there were conducted tours over 
a number of building estates where 
prefabricated houses were in occu. 
pation or in the course of con- 
prayers and hopes for the|Struction, : 


reintegration of our national terri- Prefabricated houses were not 
Very impressive from the outside, 


the Minister said, put inside t 
were extremely attractive ane 


comfortable, They were proving 
& very popular type of house, par- 
ticularly from the point of view 
of the housewife, who had the 


henefit of man 
amenities, ¥ labour-saving 


British Ministry 
ns Biven considerable information 


friends throughout the world our 


National Govenment and Parilla- 


“We rely on Canadian sympathy 
and support in this great work of 
domestic reconciliation and inter- 
national concord.” 


The Taoiseach said the surzva! 


Bo 


Proposed Monument 
of Christ the King 


The proposal to erect the monu 


for Sweep Ticket on. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


to GIFT DEPT. 
P, J. CARROLL & CO. LTD., DUNDALK 


of th 
tend 
tion. 


, eX- 
d& large measure of co-opera- 


Mr. Aneurin Beva j 

Pr aaT aeee i n, Brit 
jennie of Healih, had discussed 
ie {fnestion with him and Mr. W. 
orton, Tanaiste, and Minister 


his assistance and promised 


Murphy said he was 
satisfies the traditional type of 
building in this country would 
fot SUbply the housing needs for 
& IONE time, and it was possible 
that the erection of pre-fabricated 


ect, a “Sunday Independent” 


(In an 
indepen. 
Murray 


The committee in charge are very 
nxious to €xpedite the matter. 


hn Festival|m 203.5 m) pm — Geraint r The monument, which 
10-News 12.10-j Jones {organ} 5,20—Imarinaty Gon} Mr. J. A, Belton, Irish Minister) “Te Sttlving to follow, fenhieewas Reme tea a Pore sit hd tight be undertaken to a AFTON ReRay 
Renee Rea Riley | vereats ns 3 ores to Spain, arrived at Dublin Alrport| . Unfortunately.” he  continied there ave sotfle prelimin , nited extent in order to cope Couns Clie 
: 9.20-Five| last night accompanied by his wife| ‘the trish are cittzens of an|.. ‘ecsived before hee ee | With the most pressing require. Whole Ticket for 243 500 
p and son, Eoin, Bd is returning tolintegral nation whose natina! ee = € tne erection takes! ments, ea) ace ‘ 
Care 8, -|school in this country. territory has been divided. Weare =. die The Gestion would now be con- Half Share, ee F' 235. 
| Eclogue in Two Pa tire, Mary Daly. (nee Geognepaay | °C, Texponsible for tts divisid home in’ a large ouUmene was, sidered the Housing Consultative Quarter Share Sane Dee 65 130 
hod 7,85—|Danico {soprano}, anbie ea Wao pas died in ew Works outa 80. the Bane ene poke Psgtart bes scriptions from all over _the|housing should be ihtronaced aod Eighth Share ee 
peo ue Old" wives nie? Bs mldnnie-Gose Bows” [mod NNT Of COUR CO WER Se aU the eats Ger <a” MOG fo a et unde an ety decom oa'Gie"matae! BHM Shorey 


hearts of ur 


(might be expected, 


Sunday Independent 14 April 2019 


” Spetial Value in. 
: HANDBAGS 


Smart inexpensive handbags, | 
Gee Bitters as slueteszed Sh 
- Brown, ‘Tan, Navy and Black. Price. 
15/11 (Postage Sd. extra). =) | - 


: ) KELLETTS core 


’ Dublin 


a io ed ea 
Flannel Trousers. $3'11 
Pn ee Peg re ee er pea 


i idserey shade. Sizes 30 to 40 waist. and tm sizes 20t2, 
we megs inside lee. Price 53/21, postage lid. extra” 31, 


GALLIGAN? S Henry St., Dublin 


O-MORROW IRELAND 
ILL BEA REPUBLIC 


‘DUBLIN, SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 1949. 
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‘Shoe Trade 
Conference 


ECAUSE of his concern at} 
the present situation in 
the footwear Industry, the 


EASTER | 


i rir London temperatures 


Guns Will Thunder. And 


Minister for Industry and 
Commerce has summoned 
all interests in the trade to 
meet him in his Department 
next Thursday to hear an 
‘address from him and. to 
. consider ways and means of 


reaching 83 degrees 
highest in the capital sin 
. 4900 — unprecedented 
‘side crowds, thousands | 
whom hathed until well int 
the evening, and one, case 
of suinstroke reported durin: 
a Rughy game at Richmond, 


COMMENT 
‘Like Naughty 
Schoolboys 


Pespio tTnroughout the 
ume are regretting that 
exe Ihaders Of the Fianna Fatl 
Party abd same of their more 
tiess followers are re- 
» {Pin in the national 
1s to-morrow. 
likes the schoolboy 
23 to play because 


- improving: matters. 
According to # letter from Mr. 
Morrissey’s personat Secretary ‘to 
‘I Mr, M, Kilkelly, Secretary of Clon- 
me} Trades and Labour Council, in 
connection with the sate Mees 
tion of Munster Shocs, jon 
nel, the ane ue a view tolday (13.1. hours in 1944), D 
ataimising competition from|haoghaire. Bray and the other, 
*broad. has al froaay Hastcally re-|coastal resorts had large holt 
luced import quotas for the oast|crowds. ‘Temperature in the 
‘wo suota oertods. waa about 70 degs. in the city. | 
GLONMEL'S CASE The weather for the past 4 


Surrey, yesterday set » 

new records for Eastertid 

weather in Britain, — . 
Although Dublin’s 4.7 hours: 
bright sunshine yesterday fell 
short of the record’ for am April 


Trumpets Will Sound 


ba certian freland will -be a. Republic, -and the Irish people, from 
Donegal to Cork, ‘rom Dublin to Galway, will salute the birth of a new era 
in our history with nation- wide rejolcing,. with all the pomp and pageantry. the 
country can muster. 


WHEN THE FIRST OF TWENTY-~ ONE GUNS THUNDERS FROM O’CONNELL BRIDGE, 
DUBLIN, AT ONE MINUTE PAST- MIDNIGHT ¥FO@-NIGHT, HERALDED SY A FANFARE 
OF TRUMPETS, THE GREAT MOMENT WILL HAVE ARRIVED. SUILDINGS WILL BE 
ILLUMINATED, AND AS THE STIRRING STRAINS DOF THE NATIGNAL ANTHEM RING 
THROUGH THE PRINCIPAL THOROUGHFARE OF OUR CGAPITAL CITY, THE 
ASSEMBLED THOUSANDS WILL GIVE VOCAL UTTERANCE TO THEIR APPRECIATION 
OF THE GREAT SIGNIFIGANCE OF THE OCGASION : 

When, at ‘noon to-morrow, with impressive ceremonial, the Tricotour is 
proudly raised to full mast over the G-P.O., the whole nation will have joined 
the mother city in these momentous celebrations. The Hierarchy have arranged 
to have High Masses celebrated in their dioceses, and parades and other public 
festivities in gaily decorated towns and villages will reflect the joyous mood of a 


proud people. 
In St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Welsh Message 
To President 


Weather For The 
Week-end 


N.W. AND S.W. IRELAND— 
Moderate or fresh. Souther 
winds; mainly cloudy, 
spreading from West during 

; fidda: 


ne goals. 
prople who would 

“nation say that 
“hing to celebrate. 

e the facts? 

tanding “fact 15. 

Republic of Ireland 
proclaimed and is 

omnised by all other 
The dream of the 
tt Srasen the ages. has 


The letter added that statistics In 
the Department showed that boot 
and shoe imports were now coming 
in only at a fraction of the rate 
of some months arc. 

Mr. Kilkelly was assured that bis 
Council's ink Tests would not” be 
overlooked, _ 


Z 


air of expectancy. presents a 
colourful sight on the eve of the 
ushering ih of the Republic. 

A feature of the decoration. 


Dublin, a special Service of 
Intercession for the welfare of 
the new A past MH be held 
ar 10. 11. to-morrow. 


Mrs. S Oppenheim, an American visitor. at Phoenix 


Park Races yesterday.- 


rest rh oees 


Council of Europe 


Re lie Rie of the GPO, with be four Mr. Clifford Bere, on ea P . >> * 
ory ity cay Government, officials. members plaques. representing the {four }] behalt of the Weish Repud- : CHEAP EST AMUSEMENT IN THE WORL Meeting Held Up 
hes * sin remain {tives of public bodies have been|provinces of Ireland. Each | fican Movement, some ot : : ; ¢ s 
aan the Govern. |invited to atrend plaque ts nine fect in diameter, | whose members are at. pre- " j e And for Mr. Mac Bride 
wile more in one The capital city, with its and they were manufactured 1n | gent visiting Cork. has sent se ; Cu r gs a 
¢-Partition an lbefiassed buildings. its thou-|Dublin from trish gypsum the follow: ia 5 I gather, writes the “Sunday|Pponding dates last year when tem: 
Ge HE then [sands of visitors. and its gaylplaster by M. Creedon, Ltd, fetch Dee Getch Te ine ; : : Independent” Political Corres. |Peratures, however. fell 
tit ’ is : pondent, that the meeting of 
c_US. House of Dublin Programme a Save Your Money [eve eecs meu ot 
coe, is re ae ee s SHE programme {or to-morrow's ceremonies in Dublin: ts as dent eee Eitiesitn of the “Sunday Independent” Reporter nae pe ay ue hes dels pclae 
nendment * clause T Drow As ale Republic of ireland the ter- manh—A snastieetabora 


t E.O.A. Krants 
nh ev long as she 


foliows:-— 


Qne minute naat midnicht militarv ceremonies berin with the* 


[vent congratulations of afl 


HE only cheap amusemont imjing our. awn food? We're younk permit of 
the noatewar wari te walkingiWe're Students, and cooking 


and 


attendance. The Minister for]: 


nid district last evening. 


Mr. Sean MacBride’s|naipnmhour, broke Over tne: Sci 


Thundering Raadines but life carried on... 


As the Republic was 


formed, this newspaper 

reported myriad events, 

writes Liam Collins as he 
peruses those editions 


N Sunday, April 
17, 1949, the eve 
of Eire becoming 
the Republic 

of Ireland, the 
Sunday Independent 
proudly carried the story 
with the sub-heading “Guns 
Will Thunder and Trumpets 
Will Sound”. 

But this momentous 
moment was happening 
against the backdrop of 
ordinary people living 
ordinary lives in the soon- 
to-be-declared independent 
State. 

The newspaper featured a 
photo of Mrs S Oppenheim, 
an American visitor, 
studying the form at the 
Phoenix Park Races, while 
three matronly wives of 
Government ministers, Mrs 
Norton, Mrs McGilligan 
and Mrs Mac Eoin, were 
attending the premiere of 
Joan of Arc at the Metropole 
Cinema in O’Connell Street, 
Dublin; leaving the planning 
of ‘Irexit’ from the British 
Commonwealth of Nations 
to their busy husbands. 

The front page of that 
Sunday’s paper carried a 
report on the first televised 
address by the Pope — who 
had been around so long 


it wasn’t necessary for the. 
newspaper to say his name. © 
He was, after all, the Pope — 
but for readers today, he was 
Pope Pius XII, who had what 
is now called a “long and 
controversial pontificate” 
from 1939 to 1958. 

Among the ‘important’ 
news items — including the 
story that India would be 
sending an Ambassador to 
Dublin, the first country 
to do so and the US was 
expected to follow suit — 
there were the mundane 
stories of the hottest Easter 
in the 20th Century, and a 
shadow over Clonmel, where 
the shoe factory, which 
employed more than 500 
people, was under threat. 

“Owing to widespread 
depression in the industry, 
it has been forced to put 
employees on short time 
since the beginning of the 
year, and is faced with 
further cuts,” said the report. 

On the political front, 
Minister for External 
Affairs Sean MacBride was 
still stuck in the US but 
would be back to attend 
a re-scheduled meeting 
of Europe’s Council of 
Ministers, which he’d done 
so much to bring about. 


Money, too, was a matter 
of importance. Take Mr 
Henry Rhys Maunsell, a 
solicitor who came from an 
ancient Limerick family, but 
living until the time of his 
death at Rathleigh, Killiney, 
Co Dublin, with offices in 
Merrion Square. A bottom | 
of the front page story told 
us that he had left £86,577, 
(equivalent in today’s money 
to over €3.5m) in his will. 

Mr Maunsell, a former 
President of Lansdowne 
Rugby Club (1944-45) and 
past President of the Irish 
Lawn Tennis Association 
and Fitzwilliam Tennis Club, 
was clearly a man of means. 
But his estate paid more 
than £31,000 in death duties 
(equivalent in today’s money 
to more than £1.1m). It was 
also a time when the two 
certainties, death and taxes, 
came together. 

With a little less money 
you could get a special 
value handbag at Kellett’s of 
George’s Street, Dublin for 
15 shillings and 11 pence or 
“all wool worsted Flannel 
Trousers” at Galligan’s of 
Henry Street, Dublin for 53 
shillings and 11 pence — so 
Ben Dunne Senior wasn’t 
the first to pitch his prices 
just a penny shy of the real 
price. Cassidy’s of George’s 
Street waxed lyrical with 
a rhyming advert: “I could 
write a Sonnet... To help you 
choose your Easter Bonnet.” 

And when himself and 
herself were kitted out in 
the handbags, bonnet and 
flannel trousers, they were 


encouraged to buy a packet 
of Afton cigarettes with the 
tagline “Virginia Comes to 
Stay”. 

And if you didn’t have 
cash to flash, well there were 
other ways to pass the time 
under the headline “Use 
Your Legs And Save Your 
Money”. “The only cheap 
amusement in the post-war 
world is walking and when 
I say cheap, I mean cheap,” 
the young recruit to An Oige 
told me with great emphasis 
yesterday,” began a story 
from an intrepid Sunday 
Independent reporter 
about the new hill-walking 
organisation. The only costs 
involved were the 1 shilling 
and four pence bus fare to 
Enniskerry, Co Wicklow. 

The point about “the 
more things change the 
more they stay the same” 
was probably better 
illustrated in the previous 
week’s Sunday Independent 
of April 10, with news of 
an innovative plan to solve 
the housing crisis. “Eire 
may have pre-fabricated 
houses to cope with pressing 
requirements,’ was the 
introduction to a story 
with the headline: “Pre- 
Fabricated Houses Coming.” 

“This was stated by 
the Minister for Local 
Government (Mr TJ 
Murphy) when he arrived 
at Dublin Airport last night 
from London where he has 
been discussing housing 
with the British Ministry of 
Health. 

“Much valuable 


information had been 
obtained in regard to British 
methods of dealing with 

the housing problem which 
information would be of 
assistance in dealing with 
the problem here,’ went 

the report. “Mr Murphy 

said he was satisfied the 


‘When himself 
and herself 
were kitted 
out they were 
encouraged to 
buy a packet 
of Afton 
cigarettes 
from Virginia’ 


traditional type of housing 
in this country would not 
supply the housing needs 
for a long time and it was 
possible that the erection 
of pre-fabricated houses 
might be undertaken to a 
limited extend in order to 
cope with the most pressing 
requiremen 

In tones reminiscent of 
the inexhaustible Brexit 
negotiations, another 
headline tells us: “British 
Envoy On Intimate Links” — 
no, not a diplomatic scandal, 
but the oft-strained links 
between Ireland and Britain. 
This was the theme of the 
new British “representative” 
(no ambassadors to a Free 


State) Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, 
who succeeded Lord Rugby 
in the post. 

“The special relationship 
which exists between 
our two countries forms 
the basis for those many 
close and intimate links 
between them which it will 
be my aim and privilege to 
maintain,’ he said, in what 
he then described as “these 
difficult and anxious days”. 

Back then Kildare GAA 
were just as obdurate as 
they were in 2018 when 
they refused to play Mayo in 
Croke Park and insisted on 
Newbridge or Nowhere. 

That Sunday in April, 
1949, the front page ‘off 
lead’ went “GAA Suspend 
Kildare”. 

Why was such drastic 
action taken against the 
Kildare County Board — had 
it defied the ‘infamous’ ban 
on “foreign games” as it was 
called? It had, in a sense. 
The Kildare County Board 
permitted greyhound racing 
on its Newbridge ground, 
which was part of the town’s 
military barracks and 
declined to stop when the 
Central Council’s ordered 
that either the dogs or the 
County Board had to go. 

In echoes of more recent 
events in the country’s 
history, the County Board 
was to reconvene later that 
week with the intention 
of going to the High Court 
to challenge the Central 
Council’s ruling. 

That Sunday, eight days 
before he officially presided 


over the formal declaration 
of a Republic of Ireland, 
Taoiseach John A Costello 
in the company of Mr AD 
Stocks, the famous English 
international, was pictured 
attending Londonbridge 
Road to see a united-Ireland 
hockey team defeat England 
3-2 and “again” claim the 
Triple Crown. 

On the political front, 
Eamon de Valera was his 
usual obtuse self, refusing 
to attend the coming Easter 
Monday celebrations for 
the coming into force of 
the Republic of Ireland 
Act. Described as “another 
historic step in the long 
march of the Irish nation 
towards freedom and 
independence” the story 
tells us that Mr de Valera has 
said “no” to an invitation 
from the Taoiseach. 

Tucked away on the front 
page among important 
matters of church, state 
and sport was probably 
the most poignant story of 
that Sunday, April 10, 1949, 
and it wasn’t connected to 
the new Republic, it hadn’t 
anything to do with Ireland 
at all — but it did marka 
very significant moment 
in history possibly more 
widely known than the date 
of Ireland’s declaration of a 
Republic. 

Under the heading “Race 
To Save Trapped Child”, 
we are told that a crew of 
miners were “feverishly” 
boring a shaft to try and 
rescue three-year-old Kathy 
Fiscus, who two days earlier 


and fallen into a 14-inch 
disused vertical water 
pipe and was trapped 100 
feet below ground in San 
Marino, California. 

“T think that there is a 
chance that Kathy is still 
alive,’ the fire chief is quoted 
as saying, because there 
had been a tug on a length 
of rope lowered into the 
pipe and a voice heard the 
previous Friday. 

In this era of rolling 
news, this event is now 
recognised as the first news 
story to be shown live on 
television; broadcast, by 
local station KTLA, all over 
the United States to those 
who had televsision sets. 

While the Sunday 
Independent carried the 
Saturday night story, the 
tragic outcome played on 
Sunday. When the miners 
got to her, Kathy was dead 
“and has been since she 
was last heard speaking 
on Friday” concluded the 
doctor. The inscription on 
Kathy’s grave reads: “One 
Little Girl Who United the 
World for a Moment.” 

In a way this family 
tragedy, forgotten but for 
its significance in television 
history, is also a reminder 
that empires come and go, 
nations rise and fall, history 
is filled with significant 
moments — but tragedy is a 
personal event that remains 
undimmed by the passage of 
time for those involved, and 
long after the reporters and 
headline writers have moved 
on to the next great event. 
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G. A. A. 'SUSPENDS 
KILDARE 


SPECIALLY convened meeting of the G.A.A, Central 
Councif at 31 North Frederick St., Dublin, yesterday, 
“suspended the Kildare County 
cut the direction of the Gentral Gouncil with regard to 
greyhound racing on-the Newbridge grounds, 
This decision will take effect 


in the Military Barracks. 
as from Aprit 30. 


This matter was discussed at,sary 
previous meetings. of the Centralirescinded. 


Board fer failing to. carry 
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Stated that at would 


SAYS 
INVITATION 


“Sunday Independent” Political Correspondent 
AR. DE. VALERA has said ‘* No’’ to an -invitation. from the Taoiseach to 


participate in the Easter Monday celebrations for the coming into force of 
the Republic of Ireland Act. 


Easter Monday will mark,by Rev. J. Shinnors. ¢.P., followed 
another historic step in the by a procession through the streets 
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om. in which units of the 
Lacighis-Carlow area will take nart 
as well as representatives of local 
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brated. and at noon the National 
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